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A CALL FOR URGENT ACTION TO END GENDER DISCRIMINATION IN NATIONALITY LAWS: 

GOVERNMENTS CONTRADICT THEIR PLEDGES TO GENDER EQUALITY 

Civil society leaders from Africa, the Caribbean, the Middle East, South Asia and Southeast Asia, 

released the following statement calling for urgent action to end gender discrimination in nationality 

laws, following a convening of the Global Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights last week in Istanbul, 

Turkey: 

From April 24-25, 2019 civil society leaders from Africa, the Caribbean, the Middle East, South Asia and 

Southeast Asia convened in Istanbul, Turkey for the first global meeting of the Global Campaign for 

Equal Nationality Rights, a coalition dedicated to achieving a world where every country’s nationality law 

treats citizens as equals regardless of their gender. In recognition of the inalienable right of every 

person to equality and equal treatment before the law, and the extent to which nationality rights 

impact the enjoyment of a wide-range of civil, political, economic and social rights, we strongly call for 

urgent action to end gender discrimination in nationality laws. 

Over the past century, as governments across the world took steps to end discrimination against 

women, most countries enacted reforms to uphold the right of citizens, both women and men, to pass 

their nationality to their children and spouses on an equal basis. However, today: 

• Twenty-five countries1 deny women the right to pass their nationality to their own children on 
an equal basis with men. 

• Approximately fifty countries retain gender-discriminatory provisions in their nationality 
laws2, such as provisions denying women the right to pass nationality to a foreign spouse under 
the same terms as men, and linking women’s ability to acquire, change, or retain their own 
citizenship to their marital status. 

There is no justification for the maintenance of nationality laws that deny women and men equal rights. 

These laws violate the right to equality, equality before the law, and non-discrimination on the basis 

of sex that are enshrined in international law and most countries’ constitutions. A number of 

international conventions, ratified by most countries worldwide, include specific provisions which 

enshrine gender-equal nationality rights, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. In addition to these 

commitments, countries around the world have committed to ending gender discrimination (and 

                                                           
1 The Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Brunei, Burundi, eSwatini, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kiribati, Kuwait, Lebanon, Liberia, 
Libya, Malaysia, Mauritania, Nepal, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Togo, United Arab Emirates 
2 Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Brunei, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Comoros, 
Congo (Republic of), Egypt, eSwatini, Guatemala, Guinea, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kiribati, Kuwait, Lebanon, Liberia, 
Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mauritius, Monaco, Morocco, Nauru, Nepal, Nigeria, Oman, 
Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent & Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, 
Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tanzania, Thailand, Togo, United Arab Emirates, USA, 
Yemen 
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therefore gender discrimination in nationality laws) in numerous regional declarations, such as the 

Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa, the 

Arab Declaration on Belonging and Identity, the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration, the American 

Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man, and others.  

The persistence of gender discrimination in nationality laws results in wide-ranging human rights 

violations and the unnecessary suffering of affected women, men, and children, including denied 

access to education, healthcare, employment, freedom of movement, permanent residence in the 

state territory, and family unity, and are a root cause of statelessness. At their core, these laws 

undermine women’s equality in society and the family.  

The Sustainable Development Goals – developed and universally endorsed by all nations in 2015 – 

cannot be realized in the absence of gender-equal nationality laws.  

As stated in the 1995 Beijing Platform for Action (BPfA), “equality between women and men are 

prerequisites for achieving political, social, economic, cultural and environmental security among all 

peoples.” As we approach the 25-year anniversary of the BPfA, we emphasize that gender-equal 

nationality laws are indispensable to achieving the long-overdue BPfA government commitments.  

While virtually all governments have stated their commitment to gender equality and women’s 

empowerment, such statements are grossly contradicted by a lack of action to reform discriminatory 

nationality laws to uphold gender equality.  Temporary and partial measures are not enough, and 

pending reforms, governments must ensure that the children and spouses of women citizens have 

access to the same social services and residency rights as the families of male citizens. 

We call on all governments in countries with gender-discriminatory nationality laws to enact reforms 

without delay to uphold equal nationality rights for equal citizens, women and men. We further 

encourage governments to work with civil society experts to achieve and successfully implement 

reforms to end gender discrimination in nationality laws. Now is the time for action.  

Approximately 75% of countries worldwide uphold gender equality in their nationality laws. It is time 

for 100%. 

 

“If governments in the approximately fifty countries with gender-discriminatory nationality laws are 

serious about their commitment to gender equality, women’s empowerment, and sustainable 

development, they must take action without delay to enshrine nationality laws that treat women and 

men as equal citizens. There is no justification for upholding nationality laws that deny women the same 

rights as men. The vast majority of countries worldwide have demonstrated that legitimate concerns 

related to the acquisition of nationality can be addressed while upholding gender equality in the law. It’s 

time to end this man-made problem and uphold women’s equal citizenship.” 

 - Catherine Harrington, Campaign Manager, Global Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights 
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